*r ■ ‘ WL^TiBriftbsi'£aayrentavi* 4 , Almost throe hours later, the plaits of a mercenary officer ■ detectives had traced four td- ■ -?r;> 

w,j 5econti sneyd (Sneyd H from now named Major Wicks, Colvin had dresses where Ray had stayed " 

!Et.r lESSS on) left Ms hotel and made for. taken Sneyd’s address and had in LomJori during those three 

rr^ ™ London Airport, At 11:15 a,m* promised to refer the matter to wee ks, though it carefully avoid- * ^ 

i >isi wi/.u'p am he passed through immigration Major Wicks, Tho address given metiiionins any 'of them by 

iSl ^ ) arid presented .his passport; all, was the New Earl's Courh name. The arrest hadoecuredbe- q 

S^Vawww-i.JNirripF^fisafl.jMii-n^irr mw unaware that a man who boro the Although Sneyd had made sev- cause Special Branch men tf mak- ■ : 

same Identity as himself had - eral attempts to call Colvin, he i n g chocks at London Airport ' 3 - : 

w.i*ea Liuia^j « ■* lu *-m i * J'l^j ewL’ *> 3Bn ar rested at the airport just had aerially reached him only spotted the name Sneyd typed on ■ Q, " 

uii tn> WJ. as rf^sj.pa ‘nf^iri’^ »:i exactly five hours previously, twice, once June 4 and once June a passenger list for the 11:50 

One look 31 the name inhlspiss- 6. On the second occasion Ha to- «.m. flight to nrussels.* 


.... ,ftj ^nrcnnarr w:** w. „ rt waS enough for the immigra* dlcated t^at he had moved to the . There can he little doubt that 

tlon official who immediately cal- Pax Hotel. In his story, which this story was officially inspired 

,*k« iwr.'itui' Kit^tiuta 101 ^ Tjv , j n ^prtfiflnd Yard^s Enecial appeared the next day, Colvin because (a) the information wa : 

wrote: “When we first spoke, a _ attributed directly to Scotland 


■SVH ■4leeiaMHHt*Ti;anaJtiS(Ht^i-li'iLi&LiSJ IC-a in iojuo u^-L-ioui 

*sli 0 Branch which has an office at the 


i ;;<al Fl»i ffct'n- "ueit Is f hjnp- JBLUfla. do** 
**z: HO C-L’. ::.f Crti 5lf h dor* !-i i pl*L 

PETER D AWN AY- j - * : 

The world is generally aware 
teal some day last year James* 
Ecrl Hay, 'alias'' Ramon George 
Sceyd, tho accused slayer of DiV 
Martin Luther Klr.g, was arrest- 
ed at London Airport and there- 
after cutrad’tcd to Tcr.rcsaca 
where he has just ham sentenc- 
ed to £ J years. Very few, hew- 
cvor f .Laser the rad story of thsi 
arrest, and yet it iz ora of tee 
: mos: extraordinary aploadas in 
:ait the aanals of criminal detect 
Hen, fictlcnal or otherwise, 

- The cOiillctir-g and centred! 3~ 

■ lory reports put out by tea press 
. -at tee time mar elyscrvodW coo- 
fuse .the public, which was not In 
-any case interested . In separat- 
ing fact from fiction, Eul astound- 
ing though it may seem,' .of the. 
■two principal versions of the 
to get into print, neither 
fiction, end both were in 
cs factual. . . ' ' 

-The facts are these; on May 
28, 1ES3, a. certain Ramon George 

■ Sneyd checked; in - at the N^v 

■ EarPs Court Hotel in London and 
i 'checked out again June 5, He 

called a ‘cab to take him to the 

- air terminal and thon flew, to 
p ' Lisbon, Cn the same day ancth- 
■ t ' er character calling himself Ra- 
:. man Sr^yd checked in at the Pas 
: Hotel in London and checked out 

again at 9 e,m, on June 3, Mean- 
while the first Sneyd, (whom we 
shsii refer to as Sneyd I from 
. here on) flew bdek from Lisbon 
and arrived at London Airport ai 
C; 10 o, m. on June S, - 

5ua of i he puss enters oa that 
2!pht told ma of a curious inci- 
cV;t that had occurred just bo- 
■■ fci iUkc-cif. At first, sa hour's 
1 delay hed been announced and 
shortly nRerr.'urds a SPECIAL 
Trident Right from London had 

■ arrived. The Right to London was 
then caRsd, the delay turning out 

■ - to to only twenty minutes, 

7C;ca the passengers hedtakaa 
their ir.d tho doors wore 

.. nhcot to :>e alored, an cRioioI 
cored runrir.- over ‘rom the air- 
; port rui Lang with or.othor man, 

: 2roath:cs=Iy ha oskoJ tl:e uiew- 
j crJ hoof many poos copers on 

^rThen ycu have room for one 
: mere* said die official, indicut- 

■ icg the msn with him, Since sub- 

i accounts all said that 

there ninety six passengers 
' cn that plane, it is clear that the 
additional passenger was not on 
the passenger list,. 

On arrival in Locdon, the pas- 

- congers filed into the aliport 
building along a raised caiw' , 3 l>(, 

.' as they did so, they were scru- 
tinized by two senior officers 
from the Flying Squad at Scot- 
land Yard, Super- ul endont Cutler 
and Inspector Hicmpson, both in 
plain clot h es, SuU den ly tl »ey s t ep- 
■ped forvH'erd and accosted a mu n, 
asking him Lo step aside, A few 
minutes later liewas hastily tclmii 
: in a Flying Cquarl tar to Canuon 

: Raw police station Lti cealral Lon - 
don. The arrest must have taken 
"place at almost exactly G : 1C a.m. 


airport Detective Serge ant Phil- Canadian or perhaps American Yard, (b) it carried the by-Llne 
Ip Birch arrived and . obviously 'voice said,., 1 ' This is very sig- of the doyen of Fleet Street erica - 


had no alternative bat to pi ace the 
man under arrest. Ho was charg- 
ed with carrying a forged pass- 
port and a loaded revolver. 

The first news of the arrest 
came from FBI headquarters in 
Washington, which announced la- 
ter that dav that James Eari Ray 


rifle ant because Sneyd t had a. 
southern American accent and 
Sneyd 11 a Canadian accent, Col- 
vin never realised that the sec- 
ond call had been placed by a 
different person pretending to be 
Use same man as the first. That 
this is what happened it not 


had been apprehended at London guesswork but is based on inde- 
Airport at 11:13 a,m. London pendent evidence which space 
Hme, G:15 EDT after having flown does not allow me to go 
in from Lisbon* This was con* here* 


Into 


firmed 3J minutes later by Scot- 
land Ynrd who put out tho follow- 
ing statement which curiously 
omitted any reference to .lames 
Earl Ray, 

Raymond. George Sneyd horn 
8/10/32 Toronto, Canada, no 
fixed abode and no occupation 
was arrested at 11:15 a_m. 
on 8/G/G 3 at London Airport 
and later charged at Cannon 1 
Row with possessing aforged 
passport and possessing a 
firearm . , , Superintendent . 
Builer and Inspector Thomp- 
son are la charge ol the in- 
quiry* Th e ar r os t vr as the r e- 
sult of liaison with the FBI, 
the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and New Scotland ■ 
Y ard, The man was In trans- 
it through Immigration on . ■ 
arrival from Lisbon on his 
way to another country. 

The next day- every newspaper 
in England and America had t he 
story on its front page. Although 
the Inform alion from official- 
sources had bedn brief, a number 
of new spapets were able to fill in 
the details from airline officials 
and other sources, Ray had ar- 
rived on Right BEAC75 which had' 
landed at G;10 a*m. In his pocket 
he had had a ticket for an onward 
flight to Brussels on a flight 
scheduled to leava at 7: 3D a,ra. 
Hew then, one might well hav® 
asked, could behave bean arrest- 
ed at 11:13, One or two journal- 
ists did make an effort to explain 
this strange anomaly, but their 
efforts were singularly uncon- 
vincing, And there was also an- 
other anomaly. Transit passen- 
gers do not have to pass through 
Immigration unless lor some 
reason they wish lo leave the 
passenger lounge in which they 
wait for their c u ward Light, 

It is doubtful, however, if any- 
one would have boon troubled by 
these minor problems tf it had 
not been for a journalist named 
lau Colvin, of the DAILY TELE- - 
GRAPH, who happened toslumblo 
across the true facts and very 
nearly gave tho gorr.a away. Not 
that Colvin over grasped ihesig* 
r.iflcance of his discovery for as 
a lead ing writer ..on a conserva- 
tive paper ho would never seek to 
attack the EhtnhJishsiieiiL That 
Sunday morning, an he read his 
newspaper, Colvin remembered 
lhat a certain Ramon Sneyd had 
persistently called him at his of- 
fice the week before demanding to 
knirw how lo become a m or can- 
ary in Alrir’a, lie lmd done so be- 
cause of a series of articles which 
had recently appeared under Col - 
vln J s by-line con corning Lho ex- 


Later that Sunday evening. Col - 
vin, who as it happened did not 
have a leader to write that day, 
strolled over to thenewsdesk and 
asked how the story on Sneyd was 
coming along, He was tokl tligjt 
nothing could he learned from 
Scotland Yard, *Would you like me 
to do you .a story?" he esked. 


reporters, and (c) it was given 
banner headline treat meat on the 
front page. Significantly, how- 
ever, the NEW YORK TIMES of 
June 11 had a story wh5ch was 
also featured In the INTERNA- 
TIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE d 
that date in which the following 
appeared: ^Scotland Yard offic- 
ials continue to maintain that Ray 
was arrested here on Saturday 
morning following his arrival 
from Portugal , , ♦* 

Another story In Ihoso two pa- 
pers date lined London June 10, 
said: ^Scotland Yard declined to 
confirm the reports, published 
in the DAILY TELE GRAPH ur.c 
the DAILY EXPRESS, ,* an F LI , 
spokesman said that according to 
the bureau* s infer motion , Ray c 


•Such as?" they replied. HVell I rived in England on May Y, left 


can. do you an Interview,* Col- 
vin said. Ho then set off to visit . 
the Pax and the New Earl's Court 
hotels. At the latter ho found that 
the police had forestalled him and 
the receptionist wouldn't talk. But 
the police had been nowhere near 
'the former and the landlady was 
only too ready to talk* Curiously'; 
enough, however, el though she 
told Colvin that Sneyd had been 
there until' 3 "a*m. on Saturday 
morn lug, m day before, and 
thus could not have flown in 
from Lisbon, he made no men- 
tion of this in Ms story and only 
slated that Sneyd had been 
ItnoT/n to have boon in London 
until al least the €tb of June, si- 
Chough a careful reading of bis 
story made It quite clear that ho 
had been there until at least cho 
7th, (Le, tlie day before his ar- 
reM). 

Colvin* s Story ‘ ap eared on 
Juno 10 under the headltne DR, 
KING SUSPECT HERE 3 WEEKS. 
Apart from an account of the tele- 
phone calls and the interview with 
the landlady it contained two in- 
teresting facts which could not 
possibly have come from any- 
where else than Scotland Yard, ' 
The first was that Sneyd had been 
arrested by Special Branch of- 
ficers, (Le, not by the Flying 
Squad as virtually every paper 
had stated the day before) and 
the second was that he had been 
in England for 21 days before 
his arrest, having arrived on May 
17. Where he had stayed between 
May 17 and May 26 was not and 
never has been mode clear how- 
ever. 

We now come to ihe most as- 
tonishing part of the whole epi- 
sode, On that very same nay, 
June 10, the EXPRESS came out 
with a story which it treated as 
a scoop. In. inch high typo it car- 
ried lho identical headline to lho ■ 
Colvin story; DR. KING SUSPECT 
1 1 1 ■: R E Tii ft \Z E W E E KS, "Con I r ary 
to first reports that he had ar- 
rived by plane at Heathrow only 
hOurs earlier,” it said, “Yard 
of fi c or s hav e es t abt ishod he had 
been iu London for about three 
weeks," 

The EXPRESS also informed 
its readers that Scotland Yard 


the same day for Lisbon and Dow 

back to London Salmon v.* ^ 

Despite the lack of con firm a- ^ 
Uon from Scotland Yard, how- 
. o vo r ; t ho news media ace epi c? d t he j-Ci ' 
new version of the story and have 3 
; stuck to it ever since. The Tri- 
dent jet from Lisbon and the bril- 
■ Ham detective work of the FBI ^ 
havo simply vanished. The arrest ~ . 
was the result of an a aU ports* (C; 
warning message about a man 
travelling in Europe under t]je 
nam e of Sn eyd that was issu ed on- 
ly two days earlier* Bptler and - 
Thompson have now bees rnota- 
mor phased into Dept, Sgt. Philip ^ 
Birch. 

. Thus It was that the embarras- ■ 
sing nature of Cotvin J s discio- "■ 
s tires was made harm leas. TBa 'fen: 
technique was simply to cl^rcs 
the story so as to fit the new ' 
facts that -had been brought to <&s3. 
llglit, it is a technique to which 
the student of as s as s i nations rap- 
idly becomes accustomed, 

There is just one puzzling w ' 
feature of the story. Why did ^ 
Hoover announce the time of ar- S “ 
rest as 11:15? At the time Col- g/ : 
■vin had not appeared on the ^ 
scene and thm-p was no reason i==s - 
to suppose that thi 1 second arrest 
could not bo hushed up. One is 'is*- 
forced to the conclusion thatiloo- ' l &k.-. 
ver filled to take in that two ar- ‘ 
rests had been made, and that 
when i he messages from Lon* 
don reached him ho thought that . 
tee references to 0:15 and 11:15 
merely alluded lo the time dif* * -- ;. 
erencu between London and , 
Washington which is’ exactly five ., 
hours. By an ironical twist, it 
turned out, it was this erro^, 
which mad? it possible to render 
harmless disclosures which Col* ^ .1 
vin was to make and to conceal 
the fact of the second arrest by 
planthsg a story, in the DAILY 1 '■ k 
EXPRESS. , : *’ ■' 
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